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ancient

From a time long past.

artefacts

An object made by human beings.

canopic jar

Jar used during mummification process to hold the
body's organs.

excavation

To dig in the ground to discover old buildings or
objects that have been buried for a long time.

hieroglyphics

Symbols used by Ancient Egyptians to convey
messages.

Howard Carter

British archaeologist who discovered Tutankhamun’s
tomb.

landscape

Everything you can see when you look across a large
area of land.

mummification

A way of preserving a body after death.

papyrus

Paper made from the stems of the papyrus plant.

pharaoh

A ruler of Ancient Egypt.

River Nile

The longest river in Africa which flows through Egypt.

Rosetta Stone

A broken part of a bigger stone slab. It was an
important clue that helped researchers read

hieroglyphics.

Stone coffin.
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Egypt is a country on the continent of Africa. Ancient Egypt means
‘what that country was like a long time ago—before S500AD.

A map of Ancient Egypt. The River Nile flows through Egypt and was
the source of life for Ancient Egyptians who used it for farming, fishing,
trading,
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the king in return for food, oil and cloth. The building work, which usually took place
when farmland was flooded, was overseen by architects and the Vizier (the king's
chief minister).

&am legacy A

Hieroglyphics were pictures that Ancient Egyptians used to represent objects,
actions, sounds, and ideas. In total, there were more than 700 different
hieroglyphics. Some of the pictures stood for whole words. This was one of the first
written languages. One of the greatest legacies of ancient Egypt was the invention of
papyrus, reed paper.

Civilisation :

The Ancient Egyptians also built dozens of large and small obelisks (pointed stone
pillars) to commemorate the achievements of kings, queens and wealthy Egyptians
or to worship the gods. Ancient Egyptians were very skilled builders, and there are
more than 100 pyramids in Egypt. Egypt's magnificent stone buildings - her pyramids
and temples - have inspired many artists, writers, poets and architects.

Doctors learned about the human body from mummy-makers. They set bones and
made medicines. Their legacy helped others like the Ancient Greeks to understand
the human body, Egyptians even created the first false teeth.

Among the many inventions of the ancient Egyptians was the ox-drawn plough and
improvements in irrigation. Egyptians also invented the calendar.
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Big Ideas

Menes is believed by many to have been the first pharaoh of Ancient Egypt
(between 3407 and 3346 BCE) — it is said that he became pharaoh so by bringing
upper Egypt and lower Egypt together for the first time. He is thought to have even
worn both crowns: the white crown of lower Egypt and the red crown of upper
Egypt. He built the city of Memphis and made it the capital.

Pharaohs were believed to be gods in human form, and so they had power over
everything Ramesses Il is often considered as the greatest, most powerful Egyptian
pharaoh of all ~ later Egyptians often called him ‘The Great Ancestor.” He led the
Egyptians into many battles (which were almost always won) and constructed many
temples and buildings. His queen, Nefertari, was famed for her beauty.

Cleopatra was the last pharaoh of Ancient Egypt, living between 69 BC and 30 BCE.
After her father’s death, the throne was left to 18-year-old Cleopatra and her 10
year old brother, Ptolemy, She quickly became the main ruler. It is believed that
then, as ruler, she had all three of her siblings killed. She became a close ally of
Julius Caesar of Rome and had his baby.

Society

The pharaoh and those that were linked to religion were the most powerful in
society. Skilled workers made up the middle classes. Those at the bottom had no
power and worked long hours for little return. The pharaoh made peasants farm on
the fertile lands. The people of Egypt were able to grow things like wheat, barley,
fruit, vegetables, figs and melons.

The pyramids were built to bury Ancient Egyptian kings and queens. They were
designed to be a comfortable place to enjoy the afterlife, and also acted as a display
of power and wealth. They were built by peasant farmers who provided labour for





